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Appendix B

Major Cities With LEED® Design Laws (Dec. 2007)
 [NOTE: click on the Ordinance to link to the applicable law]

I.
Resources on Local Sustainability Laws.

A.
The International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI).

www.iclei.org
The ILCLEI was founded in 1990 as an international association of local governments and national and regional local government organizations that have made a commitment to sustainable development. The organization claims more than 700 cities, towns, counties, and their associations as members worldwide.  The Council was established when more than 200 local governments from 43 countries convened at an inaugural conference, the World Congress of Local Governments for a Sustainable Future, at the United Nations in New York.  The ICLEI’s Cities for Climate ProtectionTM (CCP) Campaign was launched in 1993 to assist cities to adopt policies and implement quantifiable measures to reduce local greenhouse gas emissions, improve air quality, and enhance urban livability and sustainability. U.S. member cities are required to pass a resolution pledging to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from their local government operations and throughout their communities. Each local government sets its own emission reduction target and develops a Local Action Plan outlining actions that the city will pursue to meet its target.

B.
National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT).


www.ncat.org
The National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT) is a private non-profit corporation that is mission-driven to champion sustainable solutions to reduce poverty, promote healthy communities, and protect natural resources.  NCAT operates a web-based information network, known as The Smart Communities Network, which features daily news, recent articles and publications on sustainable development, a selection of model city codes and ordinances that promote sustainable development, and sustainable development success stories from across the United States.  Multiple green building codes and ordinances can be found at the Smart Communities web page www.smartcommunities.ncat.org/buildings/gbcodtoc.shtml
II.
More Links to Useful Websites on Local Laws.

For more listings of  cities who have adopted LEED® laws, see these excellent links:

AIA Government Affairs: 

www.aia.org/SiteObjects/files/leeduserssummary.pdf
Database of State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency (DSIRE): 

www.dsireusa.org/index.cfm?EE=0&RE=1
Houston Advanced Research Center (HARC):

http://files.harc.edu/Sites/GulfCoastCHP/Publications/CitiesRequiringLEEDList.pdf
III.
Sampling of Major City Ordinances.

As of December 2007, several major U.S. cities across the nation have adopted LEED® standards for city-owned buildings, including Austin, Boston, Dallas, Kansas City, New York City, Portland, Salt Lake City, Seattle and San Diego.  This Appendix analyzes those laws with hyper-links to the actual text or city web page.

A.
Austin, Texas.

On June 8, 2000, the City Council of Austin passed Resolution 000608-43, requiring that all future building projects be built in accordance with LEED® Silver Level standards. The resolution exempts from the Silver requirement any city building being designed at the time of the passing of the resolution, but requires them to achieve the highest appropriate LEED® rating without requiring additional appropriations from the City Council. The resolution further requires the City Manager to evaluate the feasibility of requiring buildings maintained, leased or financed by the City to be operated and maintained in a way to improve indoor air quality and energy conservation.  
www.dsireusa.org/documents/Incentives/TX14R.htm
B.
Boston, Massachusetts.

In January, 2007, Boston became the first major U.S. city to implement a green building zoning code. Article 37 of the Zoning Code requires all major new and rehabilitation construction projects exceeding 50,000 square feet to earn 26 LEED®-New Construction (NC) points, and a proposed further 4 points reflecting city priorities, including transportation, energy, historic preservation, and groundwater recharge. The law also requires a LEED® Silver rating as a goal for public buildings.

www.cityofboston.gov/bra/pdf/ZoningCode/Article37.pdf
C.
Dallas, Texas.

Resolution 03-0367, adopted by the Dallas City Council on January 22, 2003, requiring that all new municipal buildings larger than 10,000 square feet be constructed to meet LEED® Silver Certification standards. In 2006 the green building program policy was updated, increasing the requirement for new public works facilities under the 2006 bond program to LEED® Gold Certification. The update also added additional requirements for water use reduction (20%) and optimizing energy performance (3 points, 1 point above mandatory certification minimum) for these facilities.  

www.dsireusa.org/documents/Incentives/TX18R.pdf
D.
Kansas City, Missouri.  

In November 2004, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 041222, codified in City Code Section 2-1604, titled, “LEED® Silver Standard.”  Kansas City’s approach was to set up a LEED® Standards Committee that would select certain City projects over 5,000 square feet to conform to the LEED® Silver rating criteria.  Once selected by the committee, the contracts for design, construction, remodeling or renovation of a city-owned or operated building or facility require a “good faith” effort to meet LEED® Silver. City contracts require that the designer or contractor submit documentation to USGBC for the third-party review process.  

www.municode.com/Resources/gateway.asp?pid=10156&sid=25
E.
New York City. 

Local law no. 86 passed in 2005 amended the New York City Charter by adding a new Section 224.1, Green Building Standards. Section 224.1 became effective on January 1, 2007 and provides that the Mayor is to promulgate rules to carry out the provisions of the new law.  Executive Order no. 97 of 2006 authorized the Director of the Office of Environmental Coordination to exercise the powers and duties granted to the Mayor in connection with implementing Local law no. 86.  In 2007, the Director amended Title 43 of the Rules of the City of New York to add a new Chapter 10, titled, “Green Building Standards.”  

Under the new Chapter 10, the City adopted the USGBC green building rating system for New Construction (version 2.2), Existing Buildings (version 2.0) and Commercial Interiors (version 2.0). Among the requirements are that: 1) persons who seek capital funds from New York City valued at either $10 million or 50% of the cost of the building construction or reconstruction must ensure the construction or reconstruction meets LEED® guidelines; 2) new buildings and additions constructed by the City that cost more than $2 million must also be energy efficient and adhere to the LEED® green building guidelines; 3) City agencies must apply to the USGBC for LEED® certification of projects accounting for at least 50% of the capital dollars allocated for that agency’s capital projects.  

Also, in December 2005, by a vote of 47 to 0, the New York City Council adopted a local law on “environmental purchasing” by the City, new Chapter 3, Title 6 of the Administrative Code.

Further information can also be obtained at the New York City Department of Design and Construction’s website at www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/ddc/home.html under Sustainable Design.

Executive Order No. 97

www.nyc.gov/html/oec/downloads/pdf/LL86/1Executive%20Order_97_OEC.pdf
Local Law No. 86 

www.nyc.gov/html/oec/downloads/pdf/LL86/LL86_of_2005.pdf
Section 224.1  

http://webdocs.nyccouncil.info/textfiles/Int%200324-2004.htm
Chapter 10, Green Building Standards 

www.nyc.gov/html/oec/downloads/pdf/LL86/2Green_Buildings%20Rules-Final_Text-_Legal_1680311_.pdf
Chapter 3, Environmental Purchasing 

www.nyccouncil.info/pdf_files/bills/law05118.pdf
F.
Portland, Oregon. 

In 2001, the Portland City Council adopted a Green Building Policy requiring new construction and major renovations of all city facilities to meet the Certified level of LEED®. The Policy was amended on April 27, 2005 by Resolution Number 36310, which  increased the requirement for new public buildings to LEED® Gold. Additionally, all city-owned, occupied, existing buildings must achieve LEED® for Existing Buildings at the Silver level.  The Policy was then amended again on June 22, 2005 by the adoption of Resolution 6262 by the Portland Development Commission (PDC) Board of Commissioners to include requirements for private development projects. Through the passage of this amendment, all new commercial or mixed-use buildings over 10,000 square feet that receive financial assistance from the PDC totaling more than $300,000 and 10% of the total cost must achieve LEED-NC Silver certification.  

www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=112682
G.
Salt Lake City, Utah.  

In July 2005 the Mayor issued an Executive Order to require all public buildings owned and controlled by the City to be built or renovated using LEED® standards for the lowest “certified” level. In January 2006, the Mayor amended the Executive Order to establish a goal of LEED® Silver. In November 2006, the Salt Lake City Council voted unanimously to endorse the high performance building initiative and added that all buildings receiving city funds, over 10,000 sq. ft of occupied space, be at least LEED® Certified. The Mayor’s amended Executive Order is available on-line at:

www.slcgreen.com/pdf/execorderLEED.pdf
H.
San Diego, California. 

On April 16, 2002, the City Council adopted CMR 02-060 which required City projects to achieve LEED® Silver for all new public buildings and major renovations over 5,000 square feet. On May 20, 2003, the City reinforced its Sustainable Building Policy with the adoption of Council Policy 900-14 which requires that all new City facilities and major building renovation projects (over 5,000 sq. ft.) achieve LEED® Silver certification. In addition to achieving LEED® certification, Council Policy 900-14 states that newly constructed City facilities shall incorporate a minimum of 10% self-generation using renewable technologies. The policy also directs that, whenever possible, City buildings be designed to take advantage of passive and natural sources of heat, cooling, ventilation, and light.  As an incentive for private sector construction, projects that generate a portion of their own energy using renewable sources and exceed Title 24 energy requirements receive an expedited permitting process. Residential projects must provide at least 50% of their projected total energy use utilizing renewable energy resources in order to expedite the ministerial process, while commercial and industrial projects must provide 30%.  

Policy No. 900-14

http://docs.sandiego.gov/councilpolicies/cpd_900-14.pdf
Policy No. 900-18

http://docs.sandiego.gov/councilpolicies/cpd_900-18.pdf
I.
Seattle, Washington.  

Resolution Number: 30121, adopted in February 2000, set a policy goal of LEED® Silver Level performance for City-funded projects with over 5,000 square feet of occupied space. Seattle surpassed that with the adoption in December, 2006 of new regulations for commercial areas known as the “Seattle Green Factor.” These comprehensive changes to land use rules for Seattle’s business districts, adopted by the City Council give final approval to a number of code revisions affecting commercially zoned property in the city. The new rules went into effect on Jan. 20, 2007 and require that permit applicants must meet a new landscaping requirement in Seattle’s commercial areas. This program requires that new development in neighborhood business districts to meet a landscaping target using a menu of landscaping strategies. 
Resolution Number: 30121, February 22, 2000

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=&s2=&s3=30121&s4=&Sect4=AND&l=20&Sect1=IMAGE&Sect2=THESON&Sect3=PLURON&Sect5=RESN1&Sect6=HITOFF&d=RESN&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2Fresn1.htm&r=1&f=G
City Ordinance No. 122311, adopted on December 11, 2006

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/%7Escripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=&s2=&s3=115746&s4=&s5=&Sect4=AND&l=20&Sect1=IMAGE&Sect2=THESON&Sect3=PLURON&Sect5=CBOR1&Sect6=HITOFF&d=CBOR&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2Fcbor1.htm&r=1&f=G
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